
“The creative is the place where no one else has ever been.” 
“Creativity is a type of learning process where the teacher 
and pupil are located in the same individual.” “When I am 
working on a problem, I never think about beauty. I only 
think about how to solve the problem. But when I have 
finished, if the solution is not beautiful, I know it is wrong.” 
“Creativity requires the courage to let go of certainties.” 
“The world is but a canvas to the imagination.” “There is a 
fine line between genius and insanity. I’ve erased this line.”

“Design is created out of necessity, the creativity in the 
design is the path taken to fulfill the necessity.” “No great 
thing is created suddenly.” “Imagination is the beginning 
of creation. You imagine what you desire, you will what you 
imagine and at last you create what you will.” “Creativity is 
allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which 
ones to keep.” “It is better to create than to be learned, 
creating is the true essence of life” “Creative minds are rarely 
tidy” “Another word for creativity is courage” “Making 
the simple complicated is commonplace; making the 
complicated simple, awesomely simple, that’s creativity.” 
“Creativity is inventing, experimenting, growing, taking 
risks, breaking rules, making mistakes, and having fun.” 



I’ve been a graphic designer for various media companies 

including Gannett, the largest media company in the U.S. I’ve owned 

and created local magazines in the past, including The Sports Report, 

Arizona’s first local sports magazine and Paradise Magazine, a local 

community magazine for the wealthiest demographics is the Southwest. 

My work has lead me to design advertising for more than 100 companies 

including Cold Stone Creamery, UPS, State Farm, California Closets  

and Wells Fargo. In 2008, I had the pleasure to work with Robert  

Kiyosaki, best known for his Rich Dad, Poor Dad series of motivational 

books, to design book covers and advertisements.

about me

clients served

2002: Graduate from Collins 
College with a 3.8 GPA and 
an Associates Degree in Visual 
Communication

2002: Launched Arizona’s first 
sports magazine, The Sports 
Report.

2005: Joined Broker/Agent 
Magazine as a production 
coordinator and created a 
workflow that allowed only 
4 designers and 1 editor 
to complete 50 monthly 
magazines. The workflow saved 
Broker/Agent Magazine over  
$250,000 in salaries.

2006: I was hired by Gannett 
Media, the largest U.S. media 
company, as a senior designer 
for their growing magazine 
division, GPP.

2007: Launched Paradise 
Magazine, a high-end 
community magazine covering 
Paradise Valley, the wealthiest 
community in the Southwest.

Present: Print design manager 
at Selling Source. Selling Source 
is ranked 68th on the Inc. 500 list.

jm@johnnymiguel.com

702.417.5926
johnnymiguel.com
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•	 7+ years of successful experience working as a designer with corporate and privately owned media 

companies

•	 Comprehensive print, production, preflight and pre-press knowledge

•	 Staff management experience including hiring and training designers

•	 Experience designing workflows and templates for graphic designers to follow

•	 Extremely proficient with most graphic design software including the latest versions of Adobe 

InDesign Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, QuarkXpress, Adobe Acrobat and Asura

•	 Experience working directly with customers and publishers to meet design demands

•	 Spent a year running two and four color Ryobi presses

12/2009 – Present		  Selling Source			   Las Vegas, NV	

Print design manager

With four-year revenue growth of 2,494 percent, Selling Source, LLC, is number 68 on the 2008 Inc. 

Selling Source develops technology and marketing solutions for online business.

•	 Advise subsidiaries on how to effectively spend their budget on print media

•	 Negotiate with vendors and printers to maximize monetary spending 

•	 Create direct mail pieces for MoneyMutual.com featuring Montel Williams

•	 Rebranding of subsidiaries by designing new logos, ID kits, product literature, etc.

•	 Perform press checks to ensure products are printed with the highest quality

•	 Maintain brand integrity through quality control

•	 Create large format booth graphics for over 30 events a year

•	 Design illustrations of workflows and processes

3/2007 – 11/2008		  Paradise  Magazine		  Scottsdale, AZ	

Creative Director

Paradise Magazine was created by New York Times Bestselling Author, Paul Perry, and myself to serve 

Paradise Valley, Arizona. Paradise Valley is the largest wealthiest community in the Southwest, with over 

20,000 homes in the area. 

•	 Raised $250,000 from private investors to launch Paradise Magazine

•	 Assists in ad sales through creating marketing and advertising angles for clients

•	 Design ads for local and national clients

•	 Responsible for complete production of the publication from start to finish

•	 Hire freelance photographers and designers

•	 Setup and direct photo shoots for the cover and feature stories

•	 Direct the web team to ensure the companies vision and style is met
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6/2006 – 3/2007			   Gannett				    Scottsdale, AZ		

Senior designer

Gannett is the largest media company in the U.S., mostly known for USA Today and Careerbuilder.com. I 

was part of the magazine division, GPP, we had over 100 local magazines for various categories.  

•	 Supervise creative design of 10 magazines

•	 Develop final visual image that communicates the magazine’s marketing objectives

•	 Develope the look and feel of new magazines for designers to follow

•	 Created a template with unique advertising opportunities that allowed us to get $32,000 in 

revenue out of a 16 page magazine

•	 Redesign declining magazines to meet the demand of the markets

•	 Create templates in InDesign for designers to mass produce magazines 

•	 Worked with implementing AdWatchEX for internal workflow

12/2005 – 5/2006		  BROKER AGENT Magazine 		  Phoenix, AZ

Production Coordinator 

A trade magazine aimed at realtors and brokers. At the height of their business they had 50 magazines 

across the country. 

•	 Created a template and workflow for desginers to follow that saved the company $250,000 a 

year on manpower

•	 Coordinate with publishers, advertisers and designers to ensure magazines were produced with 

quality and on time

•	 Manage and delegate to a staff of five designers

	

12/2002 –3/2005			  The Sports Report			   Phoenix, AZ

Art Director

The Sports Report was created by myself to fill the void of no sports magazine in Arizona. The magazine 

was an instant success producing $60,000 in sales in its very first issue. 

•	 Oversee production of magazine

•	 Establish a production budget to increase revenue 

•	 Direct on-site photo shoots

•	 Design dynamic marketing materials

•	 Participate on sales calls to solidify business partnerships

•	 Design promotional material for clients
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Associate’s Degree in Visual Communication

Courses included training with Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, QuarkXpress and HTML.


